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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Early  Education  Program  for  Children 
with  Disabilities;  Proposed  Funding 
Priorities  for  FY  1993 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  Proposed  Funding 
Priority  for  Fiscal  Year  1993  for  the  Early 
Education  Program  for  Children  With 
Disabilities. 

summary:  The  Secretary  proposes  a 
priority  for  the  Early  Education  Program 
for  Children  with  Disabilities  for  fiscal 
year  1993.  The  Secretary  takes  this 
action  to  focus  Federal  financial 
assistance  on  an  identified  national 
need.  The  priority  is  intended  to 
increase  the  availability  of  personnel  to 
provide  early  intervention,  special 
education,  and  related  services  for 
infants,  toddlers,  and  preschool-aged 
children  with  disabilities  and  their 
families. 

DATES:  Comments  must  be  received  on 
or  before  July  27. 1992. 

ADDRESSES:  All  comments  concerning 
this  proposed  priority  should  be 
addressed  to  Joseph  Clair.  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW.,  room  4620,  Switzer 
Building,  Washington,  DC  20202-2644. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Joseph  Clair.  Telephone:  (202)  732-4503. 
Deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  individuals 
may  call  (202)  732-1169  for  TDD 
services. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The 

purpose  of  this  program  is  to  support 
project  activities  that  are  designed  (a)  to 
address  the  special  needs  of  children 
with  disabilities,  birth  through  age  eight, 
and  their  families;  and  (b)  to  assist  State 
and  local  entities  in  expanding  and 
improving  programs  and  services  for 
these  children  and  their  families. 

The  Secretary  will  announce  the  final 
priority  in  a  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register.  The  final  priority  will  be 
determined  by  responses  to  this  notice, 
available  funds,  and  other 
considerations  of  the  Department. 
Funding  of  particular  projects  depends 
on  the  availability  of  funds,  the  nature 
of  the  final  priority,  and  the  quality  of 
the  applications  received.  The 
publication  of  this  proposed  priority 
does  not  preclude  the  Secretary  from 
proposing  additional  priorities,  nor  does 
it  limit  the  Secretary  to  funding  only  this 
priority,  subject  to  meeting  applicable 
rulemaking  requirements. 

This  program  supports  AMERICA 
2000,  the  President’s  strategy  for  moving 
the  Nation  toward  the  National 
Education  Goals,  by  assisting  those  with 
disabilities  to  reach  the  high  levels  of 


academic  achievement  called  for  by  the 
National  Education  Goals. 

Note:  This  notice  of  proposed  priority  does 
not  solicit  applications.  A  notice  inviting 
applications  under  this  competition  will  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  concurrent 
with  or  following  publication  of  the  notice  of 
final  priorities. 

Priority 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3)  the 
Secretary  proposes  to  give  an  absolute 
preference  to  applications  that  meet  the 
following  priority.  The  Secretary 
proposes  to  fund  under  this  competition 
only  applications  that  meet  this  absolute 
priority: 

Proposed  Priority — Model  Early 
Intervention  and  Preschool  Training 
Projects 

Background 

Currently.  States  are  striving  to 
implement  the  Comprehensive  System 
of  Personnel  Development  (CSPD) 
component  of  the  Program  for  Infants 
and  Toddlers  with  Disabilities,  under 
part  H  of  the  Individuals  with 
Disabilities  Education  Act  (IDEA),  and 
to  provide  improved  services  to 
preschool  children  with  disabilities. 
States  have  a  critical  need  for  training 
models  to  be  used  for  training  personnel 
about  changing  populations  and 
exemplary  practices  in  early  education 
of  children  with  disabilities. 

Absolute  Priority 

This  proposed  priority  supports 
capacity-building  projects  that  develop, 
demonstrate,  evaluate,  and  disseminate 
inservice  training  models  (and 
accompanying  materials)  to  prepare 
early  intervention  and  preschool 
personnel  to  provide,  coordinate,  or 
enhance  early  intervention,  special 
education,  and  related  services  for 
infants,  toddlers,  and  preschoolers  with 
disabilities  and  their  families. 

Project  Design:  Model  projects  must 
provide  training  for  professionals  and 
paraprofessionals  who  are,  or  could  be, 
engaged  in  the  provision  of  services  but 
who  have  not  been  trained  to  serve 
infants,  toddlers,  or  preschoolers  with 
disabilities.  Projects  must  obtain 
agreement  of  existing  infant,  toddler,  or 
preschool  programs  that  will  serve  as 
training  sites.  The  model  may  target 
service  providers  in  the  corporate  or 
private  for-profit  sector  as  well  as  in  the 
public  or  private  not-for-profit  sector. 
The  model  must  be  based  on  a 
conceptual  framework  that  identifies  the 
existing  roles  and  responsibilities  of  the 
individuals  to  be  trained,  the  changes 
required  in  those  roles  to  serve  infants, 
toddlers,  or  preschool  children  with 


disabilities,  and  the  skills  needed  to 
implement  the  new  roles.  The  model 
must  include  the  direct  training  of 
personnel  to  provide,  coordinate,  or 
enhance  early  intervention,  special 
education,  or  related  services  to  those 
infants,  toddlers,  or  preschool  children 
in  appropriate  environments  (which  may 
include  hospital,  home,  community- 
based,  or  center-based  programs). 
Training  procedures  and  materials  must 
address  the  importance  of  coordinating 
early  intervention,  special  education, 
and  related  services  with  other  services 
as  well  as  with  the  family.  In  addition  to 
initial  training,  the  model  must  include 
an  array  of  follow-up  and  support 
activities  that  ensures  that  personnel 
participating  in  the  training  will  master 
skills  and  implement  services  to  meet 
the  needs  of  infants,  toddlers,  and 
preschool  children  with  disabilities. 

Models  must  be  consistent  with 
personnel  standards,  certification,  or 
licensing  requirements  in  the  States 
where  the  projects  are  located.  Projects 
must  collaborate  with  relevant  State 
agencies  responsible  for  the  CSPD  under 
part  H  or  part  B  of  IDEA.  Projects  must 
provide  assurance  that  trainees  will  gain 
credit  from  training  and  that  credit  will 
apply  toward  a  degree,  certification, 
licensure,  or  renewal  of  licensure 
through  continuing  education  credits. 

Evaluation:  Projects  must  evaluate  the 
training  model  through  direct 
assessment  of  participant  skills 
immediately  following  the  training  and 
after  returning  to  the  service  setting.  At 
least  some  measures  must  be  based  on 
direct  observation  of  trainees  in  the 
service  setting  using  standardized 
observational  rating  techniques. 

Dissemination:  Projects  must  prepare 
and  deliver  reports  in  accordance  with 
the  following: 

The  Secretary,  if  appropriate,  requires 
recipients  of  all  grants,  contracts,  and 
cooperative  agreements  under  parts  C 
through  G  of  the  Act  to  prepare  reports 
describing  their  procedures,  findings, 
and  other  relevant  information  in  a  form 
that  will  maximize  the  dissemination 
and  use  of  those  procedures,  findings, 
and  information.  The  Secretary  requires 
their  delivery,  as  appropriate,  to  the 
Regional  and  Federal  Resource  Centers, 
the  Clearinghouses,  and  the  Technical 
Assistance  to  Parents  Programs  assisted 
under  parts  C  and  D  of  the  Act  as  well 
as  the  National  Diffusion  Network,  the 
QUC  Clearinghouse  on  the 
Handicapped  and  Gifted,  and  the  Child 
and  Adolescent  Service  Systems 
Program  under  the  National  Institute  of 
Mental  Health,  appropriate  parent  and 
professional  organizations. 
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organizations  representing  individuals 
with  disabilities,  and  such  other 
networks  as  the  Secretary  may 
determine  to  be  appropriate. 

Invitational  Priority 

Within  the  absolute  priority  specified 
in  this  notice,  the  Secretary  is 
particularly  interested  in  applications 
that  meet  the  following  invitational 
priority.  However,  under  34  CFR 
75.105(c)(1),  an  application  that  meets 
this  invitational  priority  does  not  receive 
competitive  or  absolute  preference  over 
other  applications: 

Projects  that  design  training  models  to 
meet  the  special  needs  of  children  (1) 
who  are  members  of  culturally, 
linguistically,  or  racially  diverse  groups, 
or  (2)  who  have  been  exposed  prenatally 
to  drugs  or  alcohol. 


Intergovernmental  Review 

This  program  is  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12372 
and  the  regulations  in  34  CFR  part  79. 
The  objective  of  the  Executive  order  is 
to  foster  an  intergovernmental 
partnership  and  a  strengthened 
federalism  by  relying  on  processes 
developed  by  State  and  local 
governments  for  coordination  and 
review  of  proposed  Federal  financial 
assistance. 

In  accordance  with  the  order,  this 
document  is  intended  to  provide  early 
notification  of  the  Department's  specific 
plans  and  action  for  this  program. 

Invitation  to  Comment 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to 
submit  comments  and  recommendations 
regarding  these  proposed  priorities. 


All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  this  notice  will  be  available  for  public 
inspection,  during  and  after  the 
comment  period  in  room  4092,  Switzer 
Building,  330  C  Street,  SW.,  Washington, 
DC,  between  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and  4 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday  of  each 
week  except  Federal  holidays. 
Applicable  program  regulations:  34  CFR 
part  309. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1423. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Numbers;  Early  Education  Program  for 
Children  with  Disabilities.  84.024} 

Dated:  June  4. 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

|FR  Doc.  92-14912  Filed  6-24-92;  8  45  am] 
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